CALL FOR PAPERS

Biogeochemical Processes of Mercury 

in Natural and Contaminated Environments

A Symposium Jointly Organized by 

Division of Geochemistry and Division of Environmental Chemistry

238th American Chemical Society (ACS) National Meeting

August 16-20, 2009

Washington, DC, USA

This symposium seeks further understanding of both molecular- and field-scale biogeochemical processes that control the transformation, transport, and bioavailability of mercury (Hg) in soil and aquatic environments.  Emphasis will be placed on Hg redox reactions, speciation, biological or abiotic methylation and demethylation processes influenced by interactions of mercury with aqueous compounds, natural dissolved and particulate organic matter (DOM and POM), biota, colloidal materials, and sunlight.  We invite a diverse group of scientists, engineers, modelers, and specialists to present their latest observations and research findings that are related to 1) molecular- to field-scale understanding of the biogeochemical processes influencing Hg speciation and bioaccumulation, 2) interactions of Hg with DOM/POM and sediments, 3) biological processes and genetic basis of Hg methylation and demethylation, 4) photochemical and catalyzed redox reactions, 5) Hg transport, global and industrial point-source related cycling and models, and 6) innovative remedial concepts at contaminated sites.  We hope that the symposium serves as a forum for presentation and discussion of advances in broad scientific fields on mercury-related research and environmental remediation with a focus on molecular- to field-scale understanding at contaminated sites.

Presenters are required to submit only a short abstract to the ACS by March 15, 2009, using the ACS online system (OASYS) at http://oasys.acs.org/. The OASYS will be opening on January 19, 2009. 

In addition, a symposium book may be considered based on the outcome of the symposium, for which each contributing author will need to submit a completed manuscript. The schedule for manuscript submission will be announced in due time should the publication of a symposium book be decided.  

Symposium Organizers:

Scott Brooks, Environmental Sciences Division, Oak Ridge National Laboratory (ORNL),

Oak Ridge, TN 37831-6038, Phone: (865) 574-6398, Fax: (865) 576-8646, Email: brookssc@ornl.gov
Baohua Gu, Environmental Sciences Division, Oak Ridge National Laboratory (ORNL),

Oak Ridge, TN 37831-6036, Phone: (865) 574-7286, Fax: (865) 576-8543, Email: gub1@ornl.gov
Hong Zhang, Department of Chemistry, Tennessee Technological University (TTU), Box 5055,

Cookeville, TN 38505-0001, Phone: (931) 372-6325, Fax: (931) 372-3434, Email: hzhang@tntech.edu
E. Erin Mack, Ph.D., DuPont Corporate Remediation Group, Glasgow 3000, P.O. Box 6300,

Newark, DE 19714-6300, Phone: (302) 366-6703, Fax: (302) 366-6607, Email: 

elizabeth-erin.mack@usa.dupont.com
